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This paper summarizes class size research conducted 
primarily since 1970. The paper discusses various relevant issues for use in 
policy, in schools, and in additional research. Several studies over the 
years have focused on: the issue of small being better and less being more 
and emphasized the STAR (Student Teacher Achievement Ratio) education 
experiment; controversy over use of the STAR findings; harmful and beneficial 
effects of small class size; costs of small class size; commonsense issues 
related to class size (i.e., teachers know that they can teach better in 
small classes, and parents get very involved in schools with small classes); 
teacher aide effects and class size research; class size and school safety; 
school-wide remedial projects and class size effects; and the federal policy 
debate about class size (which is shifting slightly toward smaller classes) . 
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Some people explain that using small classes is expensive, that there is 
no space, and that there are no teachers available to teach the new small 
classes. These are problems, but they are not insurmountable. Consider 
some actual situations. 
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Table 3 - Demographic Inf orm ation about Schools Where Small Classes (18:1 or so) Hava Been Implemented at 
Little Extra Costs. K 



DEMOGRAPHIC INFO (Estimates) 



School 


N 


GRADES 


Free Lunch 


Minority 


I. Monaview (SQ 


600 


pre K - 5 


77% 


45% 


II. Downtown (NQ 










III. OsfcHill (NQ 


380 


K-5 


78% 


53% 


IV. Hillcrest (NC) 










V. B. Hoffman (MI) 


270 


K-5 


4% 


25% 



Table4 * Pro cesses Used At Selected Schools to Get Small Classes With Little or No Funds Beyond What is 
Already Available. 



CLASS SIZES/GRADES. ( ri ) CLASS SIZES/GRADES. ( n ) 





(1997 - 19981 or PRF. 


(1997- 1998) or POST 


How Achieve “Small” 


School 


KM 


! M 


2 (n) 


3 (n) 


KM 


I M 


2M 3M 






I. Monaview (SC) 


26 (3) 


20 (5) 


16 


21 


14(6) 


14 (6) 


21 21 


• 


Re-allocate Title I 


II. Downtown (NQ 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 


14 14 


• 


STAFFING: Same 


Set up at 1:14, but 


no more per-pupil funding than district average 








per-pupil expense 
as rest of district 


















• 


Title I 


III. Oak Hill (NQ 


33(1) 


28(2) 


29(2) 


26(2) 


14(2) 


13-14(2) 


14 24 


• 


Use Title I. 
Matched with 
other school using 
PTR in SSS study. 


IV. Hillcrest (NC) 




















V. B. Hoffman (MI) 


27(2) 


27(2) 


27(2) 


27(2) 


(see below * 


) AVE=22 


• 


Special Ed 



* The small school size and limited number of teachers encourage other changes than just class size: Looping 
and muti-age classes. By assigning the special education teachers to “classes,” the “After” was (instead of 27:1): 
K(2) half day: AM/PM at n=20; 1-2 (4) with n=88; 2-3 (2) with n=44; 3-4 (2) with n=39; 4-5 (1) with n=20; 3-4-5 
(1) with n=20 (12 teachers for 270 pupils, or about 22:1. 
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